























“Bringing Men to Jesus”

The third human being murdered the fourth one. What does this tell us about human nature?
Man is not basically good and man is not evolving into a ‘god.’

Genesis 4:16 “And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of
Nod, on the east of Eden.”

Cain went out from the presence of the Lord. These are some of the saddest words in the
Bible; he learned to live without God. Cain’s descendants became people of the lowest order of
the day. Cain left a stigma and a blight on his posterity that was evident till the great flood
destroyed them.

Cain’s descendants became known as the ‘sons of men.” So, as the ungodly ‘sons of men’
began to take shape for evil, the righteous line of people took shape for good. When Cain killed
his brother Able, God gave Adam and Eve another son named Seth.

Genesis 4:25 “And Adam knew his wife again; and she bear a son, and called his name Seth:

For God, said she, hath appointed me another seed instead of Abel, whom Cain slew. And to

Seth, to him also there was born a son, and he called his name Enos: then began men to call
upon the name of the Lord.”

Chart 4: Faith and Obedience

Seth progenerated a righteous line of people who were referred to as the “sons of God,” men
who “began to call upon the name of the Lord.” They lived their lives in faith and obedience to
God. One such man, Enoch, lived such a righteous life and had such a walk with God that the
Scriptures tell us that “he was not for God took him.”
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“Bringing Men to Jesus”

As each generation passed and the population of the earth increased, the wickedness of the
‘sons of men’ (descendants of Cain) became so great that it corrupted the whole world. There
was a compromise among the ‘sons of God’ (descendants of Seth) which resulted in them
yielding to the sensual enticement of the ungodly daughters of men. The descendents of the
righteous line began to intermarry with the descendents of the ungodly. These marriages caused
a complete moral collapse of the righteous line and grieved the Spirit of God.

Genesis 6:5 — 8 “And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that
every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And it repented the
Lord that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord said, 1
will destroy man whom I have created from the face of the earth; both man and beast, and the
creeping thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that I have made them. But Noah
grace in the eyes of the Lord.”

A. Noah Found Grace

Noah found grace!! These are some of the greatest words in the Bible. Grace!! Noah and
his family could not save themselves. They were totally dependent on God. Adam and Eve
were introduced to grace in the garden of Eden when man fell into the original sin. Now Noah
finds grace in the eyes of the Lord when judgment is being pronounced in the rest of the world.
Because of Noah’s faith and obedience, God extended grace to him and his family. The word
grace literally means “to stoop or bend.”” It implies the condescending favor of a superior to an
inferior. Grace is the unmerited (undeserved) favor that God extends to mortal man.

The generations of the Old Testament people offered animal sacrifices and looked toward
the promise of the coming Messiah. But we should never think that God’s love and grace and
mercy started at the cross of Jesus. No, the cross was the fulfillment of all the promises of the
Old Testament. But Noah found grace!! Grace that was sufficient to the saving of his family
and the preserving of the human race.

When man sins against the commandments of God, there are always dire consequences to
pay. God cannot allow sin to go unpunished because that would violate His own Holiness.
Disaster was coming, the world would be destroyed because of sin.
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“Bringing Men to Jesus”

But, let us consider the patience and the longsuffering of God. God is good. He is
righteous in all of His ways. God is longsuffering also! Examine the text of Genesis 6:5:
“wickedness was great...every imagination...and every thought was evil continually...”

The wickedness and rebellion of man grieved the very heart of God. His loving kindness was
scorned, His patience was abused, His offer of salvation ignored. God revealed His plan to
destroy the world by flood to Noah.

Genesis 6:13 — 18 “And God said to Noah, The end of all flesh is come before; for the earth is
filled with violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth. Make thee
an ark of gopher wood. And, behold, 1, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to
destroy all flesh and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy
sons wives with thee.”

B. Faith

The instructions for building the Ark had to be followed precisely. God specified the
materials, the dimensions and the design of this boat. It must be gopher wood, it must be pitched
within and without with pitch (tar). God instructed Noah that there be one window above and
one door in one side of the Ark. God in His mercy provided Noah and his family a way of
escape, but what saved Noah was his complete faith and obedience to God’s plan.

Noah’s faith in God was so complete that he went to the forests with his sons and began
cutting trees for the planks to build the ark. It didn’t matter that there had never been rain. It
wasn’t important to Noah that the people mocked and laughed him to scorn. What mattered was
that God said it was going to rain and to build an ark. Noah’s faith in God was so strong that he
followed every command the Lord gave.

C. Obedience

What if Noah had decided that everything didn’t have to be ‘exactly’ as God said? What if he
had used a different type of wood or made several windows and felt like the ark needed two
doors? What if Noah had cut some corners so the work would go a little bit faster and be a bit
easier? The results would have been disastrous. Noah and his family and all the animals would
have been destroyed in the flood. God always demands complete obedience to His Word.
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“Bringing Men to Jesus”

Noah was to take a male and female of every sort of animal into the Ark.

Genesis 6:19 — 20 “And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every sort shalt thou bring into
the ark, to keep them alive with thee; they shall be male and female. Of fowls after their kind,
and of cattle after their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after his kind, two of every
sort shall come unto thee, to keep them alive.”

God told Noah these animals would come to him. God chose them and spoke to them and
they obeyed. What a testimony to that godless generation. To see these animals filing up the
gang plank of the Ark, going in a long line into the Ark, no doubt was an amazing sight. The
animals went in, Noah and his family went in, but the unbelieving world remained hardened in
its wickedness. What a powerful and disturbing sight it must have been; yet the ungodly ignored
all the distinct signs of a catastrophic event unfolding before their very eyes.

There was a final seven days and then it happened. God shut the door of the Ark and Noah
could not open it! Then it rained forty days and nights.

Genesis 7:10 — 11 “And it came to pass after seven days, that the waters of flood were upon the
Jace of the earth. The same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the
windows of heaven were opened.”

As the rain came down the floods came up and the Ark was borne upon the water and began
to float. God was in control of the Ark. Noah had done his part and now God was doing His.
Avalanches of water came down, and floods of water came up from ocean depths. The ground
opened up and the fountains of the deep gushed forth. Every high hill and every mountain was
covered. The flood was universal; every living soul outside the Ark perished.

When the rain had ceased and the floods finally leveled out the Ark was drifting upon the
waters. It took many months for the waters to recede. The Ark came to rest in the mountains of
Ararat . Before Noah and his family left the Ark an entire year had passed.

D. God’s Promise
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“Bringing Men to Jesus”

As soon as God released Noah and his family and the animals from the Ark, Noah built an
altar and offered a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord.

When the Lord smelled the sweet savor of Noah’s sacrifice, He made a wonderful promise to
Noah. God promised that He would never destroy the world by water again. He sealed the
promise with a beautiful rainbow in the sky. The Lord told Noah that from this time on every
time a cloud came and a ‘bow’ appeared it was a reminder of His promise.

E. As It Was...So Shall It Be

In His earthly ministry, Jesus referred to the days of Noah:

Matthew 24:37 — 39 “But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah entered into the Ark. And knew not until the
flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”

As it was...So shall it be again...

The comparison of our day with Noah’s day is striking. Wickedness is as great in the earth
today as it was in Noah’s world. All of societies’ morals have been cast aside. Sexual sins and
violence are glamorized by the purveyors of entertainment. One half of all marriages in America
end in divorce. The moral decay and corruption of the human race has reached all ages and
classes of people.

As surely as the Ark was lifted up above that world, the New Testament Church will be
raptured out of this present world. God had a plan for Noah, and God has a plan for this
generation. Faith in God and obedience to His Word saved Noah and preserved the human race.
Faith in God and obedience to His Word will save you and me. Salvation is available only if one
obeys the ‘gospel’ of Jesus Christ.

Page 23



