














“Bringing Men to Jesus”

Next the Priest, still carrying the vessel containing the blood from the sacrifice pushed his way
past the “veil” and entered into the Most Holy Place. The Ark of the Covenant was located in
this room making it the most essential part of the Tabernacle.

The Ark of the Covenant was the single most important piece of furniture to the Israelites. It
represented the presence of God within their camp. The Ark was a wooden box overlaid with
pure gold. The removable lid was made of solid gold. This lid was made of one piece and was
fashioned with two Cherubims, one on each end of the lid. The Cherubims faced each other with
their wings outstretched toward each other and their faces toward the “mercy seat.” The “mercy
seat” was the space on the lid of the Ark between the Cherubims. This is where the Priest
sprinkled the blood from the vessel he carried during the atonement sacrifice.
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Chart 5: Foreshadowing the Gospel

All if these wonderful “types and shadows” portray the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ.

Galatians 3:24 — 26 “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we
might be justified by faith. But after faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster. For
ye are the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.”

All of the similitudes and symbols have been defined. The death, burial, and resurrection of
Jesus Christ clearly fulfilled all the foreshadowing of the Tabernacle in the wilderness.
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“Bringing Men to Jesus”

The Tabernacle was a precursor to a much greater Plan of Redemption.

Hebrews 9:11 — 12 “But Christ being come a high priest of good things to come, by a greater
and more perfect tabernacle...Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood
he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.”

All of the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament only provided a temporary remedy for sin. It
pointed toward the blood of the Lamb of God, who would truly purchase man’s freedom from
sin.

Hebrews 9:13 “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the
unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience
Jrom dead works to serve the living God?”

Although one can find many worthwhile similitudes in studying the Tabernacle, let’s keep the
focus on the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The brazen altar clearly points to blood sacrifice. It is the “type” of the death of Jesus. We
quickly parallel the lamb offered on the brazen altar with the Lamb of God offered upon the
Cross. The brazen altar represents Jesus Christ shedding His blood and dying for our sins.

So the “type” of the brazen altar is fulfilled in the death of Jesus on the cross. The death of
Jesus finds it counterpart in repentance. Repentance is essential in the New Testament Plan of
Salvation. When man repents of his sins, he identifies with the death of Jesus. He does not
physically die, but the sinful nature that was passed down inherently from Adam is crucified with
Christ.
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“Bringing Men to Jesus”

God had directed Moses to have the offender bring a lamb to the Priest for sacrifice. In faith
and obedience to the Law, the man laid his hand on the head of the lamb. In doing this, his sins
would pass from him to be identified with the lamb. This was a beautiful example of the dying of
Jesus Christ, the Perfect Lamb, for our sins.

The brazen laver points to water baptism and the burial of Jesus. We know that the Priest
washed at the laver before entering into the Holy Place. The washing at the laver is clearly the
“type” of water baptism. In the “gospel of Jesus Christ,” water baptism is essential to salvation.
Sin is forgiven when a man repents, but are only remitted or “washed away” in water baptism.
When we “bury” the old man, we are buried with Jesus Christ into His death and His blood
‘remits or washes’ away our sin.

Romans 6:3 — 4 “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were
baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death.”

We identify with Jesus’ death when we repent of our sins. We identify with Jesus’ burial
when we are baptized by total immersion in water.

Finally, the Priest made his way past the ‘veil’ and into the Most Holy Place. He was
accompanied by the blood from the brazen altar in every step he took though the Tabernacle.
The Blood of Jesus Christ accompanies every step we take in the Christian experience of
salvation.

The Priest made his way to the Ark of the Covenant and applied the blood to the ‘Mercy
Seat.” We know that the presence of God dwelt on the Mercy Seat between the two Cherubims.
This is clearly a picture of the resurrecting power of the Holy Ghost. When a man receives the
Gift of the Holy Ghost he is identifying with the Resurrection of Jesus from the dead.

We die with Him in repentance. We are buried with Him in water baptism in the name of
Jesus, and we rise with Him in the newness of life.
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