

















“Bringing Men to Jesus”

Chart 6: Jesus’ Death, Burial and Resurrection

He awakened His disciples and set Himself to meet the angry mob of men sent by the High
Priest and elders to apprehend Him. They came into the garden with swords and staves. Judas led
them to Jesus and betrayed the Master with a kiss.

Luke 22:48 “But Jesus said unto him, “Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?”

Then they bound Jesus and led Him away to Caiphas the High Priest. In the middle of the
night, the members of the Sanhedrin pronounced judgment on Jesus. False witnesses had been
hired to testify against Him. Jesus was accused of blasphemy and conspiracy against the
government. He was declared worthy of death.

At daybreak , Jesus was taken before Pilate, the Roman governor. After repeated attempts to
release Jesus, Pilate had Him scourged. He was hoping that this punishment would appease the
Jews and that Jesus would not have to die.

The whipping post was located in the courtyard of Pilate’s Judgment Hall. Jesus was
positioned at the post and His back was made bare. A roman soldier took a short whip called a
‘cat of nine tails’ and beat Jesus with that whip until His body was a bloody mass of wounds.
Soldiers stood around and watched, and laughed and spat and mocked as the Son of God was
paying the price for the redemption of mankind.
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The Roman soldiers were hardened and cruel. They had seen such things before. Human life
was cheap in those times. They mocked Him, “Is He a King?” They said, “He should have a
crown.” They quickly fashioned a crown of thorns and pressed it down into His brow. Then
draping Him with a ‘purple robe,” they got down on their knees and humiliated Him with mock
worship. They slapped His face and spit on Him.

Little did they know the magnitude of what was taking place. These Roman soldiers were
fulfilling Old Testament prophecies. Jesus was the ‘Suffering Servant’ of Isaiah 53:

Isaiah 53:3 — 5 “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of Sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken,
smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and by his strips we are healed.”

The stripes that were placed on Jesus back were for the healing of man’s physical body.
When the original sin was committed in Eden, and sin came into the world, it brought
devastating effects to mankind. Not only did sin bring spiritual death but also physical sickness
and death. The stripes on Jesus back purchased divine healing for everyone who will receive
healing by faith.

The priests and the rulers were not silenced by the “scourging”. They incited the crowds to

29 ¢

cry “crucify Him
Jesus. The Roman executioners led Jesus away to be crucified.

crucify Him.” Pilate finally gave in and pronounced the death sentence upon

Jesus was so weak from the scourging that He could not carry His cross. Roman soldiers
forced one named Simon, the Cyrene to carry the heavy wooden beam. Through the streets of
Jerusalem, outside the city wall, to a place called Calvary they led Him to be crucified. Laying
Jesus down, the soldiers nailed Him to the cross beam with huge nails through His hands. Then
lifting His body, which was attached to this board, they positioned it into the socket of the
upright post which completed the cross. Nailing His feet in place, they stood back to watch Him
die.
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Crucifixion was a slow, torturous form of execution. Every part of it was excruciating and
brutal. The victim was literally hanging above the ground supported only by the nails in his
hands and feet. A person can only hang with arms held outstretched so long then the muscles in
the chest and throat begin to close off the trachea or wind pipe. This causes strangulation and the
victim cannot breathe. This would result in death quite soon except for one thing; by pushing on
the nails in his feet and pulling on the nails in his hands the victim can lift himself just high
enough to overcome the choking and sip in air. But soon the pain becomes so great from the
nails in the hands that he sinks down again. This process is repeated again and again till the
body rebels against the torture and the victim dies.

There were three crosses on that hill that day. Jesus was crucified between two common
thieves. The crowds came by and derided them and shook their heads in disgust. Many observed
from a distance others were close by. The scriptures say that Mary the mother of Jesus was there
along with Mary Magdalene and other women who had accompanied them. John was the only
one of the disciples at the cross.

Because sundown would start Sabbath day, the bodies of the crucified must be removed from
the crosses before sunset. So they ordered that the legs of the victims would be broken. This
would keep the victim from lifting his body up to breath, so death would come quickly. Soldiers
took clubs and broke the shin bones of the two thieves. Because Jesus was already dead they did
not break His legs. John tells us that one of the soldiers pierced Jesus side with a spear and from
that wound came blood and water.

As horrible as this death was, without Jesus’ blood being shed for man there would be no
remission of sins (Hebrews9:22). Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 26:28:

“This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.”

Romans 5 says we are ‘justified’ by His blood. I Peter 1:18-19 tells us we are redeemed by the
“precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish.” IJohn 1:7 says the “blood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth us from all sin.” And in Revelations 1:5 we read He loved us and “washed us
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from our sins in his own blood.” Acts 20:28 we again read that “he purchased the church
with his own blood.”

Throughout the Old Testament it was always the “blood” that made atonement for sin. For
thousands of years animals were offered to make the required atonement. At Jesus’ baptism
John the Baptist said, ‘“behold the Lamb of God which takes away the sins of the world!”
Jesus became the sacrifice that could and would make atonement for sin. His blood was perfect
blood, without spot or blemish and it is Jesus’ blood that cleanses us from all sins. “For God So
Loved the world...” and it was that love that took Jesus to the cross to shed sinless blood that
would atone for our sins.

The scriptures tell us about the sixth hour, or at 12 noon, there was darkness over all the earth.
This lasted for three hours. And at His death the earth quaked and the rock rent or broke up. It
was as though creation was rebelling at the death of Jesus.

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus begged Pilate for the body of Jesus. They took His body
down from the cross and prepared it quickly for burial. They wound the body in linen cloth with
a mixture of aloes and spices. Then Joseph placed Jesus in his own new tomb which he had hewn
out in the rock and rolled a great stone over the door to seal it.

Mark 16:1 - 6 “And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James, and Salome, had brought bought spices that they might come and anoint Him. And
they said among themselves, Who shall roll us away the stone from door of the sepulcher?
And when they looked, they saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great. And
entering into the sepulcher, they saw a young man...clothed in a long white garment...Be not
affrighted; ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold
the place where they lay him.”

Jesus never spoke of His death without speaking of His resurrection. He had told His
disciples that He would die, but He had also told them he would rise again. He said, “destroy
this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” In another place He said, “The Son of man must
suffer many things, and be killed and be raised again the third day.”
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The “good news” is ‘He is Risen’’!! That’s the crowning event. We have a resurrection!!
We have a gospel. Jesus endured the cross, conquered death, hell and the grave. “O death where
is thy sting? O grave where is thy victory? Death is swallowed up in victory.

Jesus never fails!! He is the resurrection!! He has entered into His glory! He is the
Way! The Truth! The Life!

The empty tomb of Jesus preaches its own sermon. Those who came early to the tomb saw
‘Nothing!” Thank God for that ‘Nothing’! Today, two thousand years later, millions traverse
land and sea to go to Jerusalem to stand at His tomb and view NOTHING!! They have repeated
what is recorded in Luke 24:24:

“And certain of them went to the sepulcher and found it even as the women had said: but Him
they saw not.”

The stone was rolled away!! Not so He could come out, but so they could see in. The death,
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ is the New Testament Gospel.

I Corinthians 15:1; 3 — 4 “Moreover brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached

unto you...For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died

Jor our sins according to the scriptures...And that He was buried, and that He rose again the
third day according to the scriptures.”

Page 62



